
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(2 September – 30 September, 2020)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: The Ray Windfarm CIC Small Grants Fund is open for applications via Community 
Foundation until 2 November. Details can be found https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply/ The CIC is looking to
recruit additional Directors in the coming months and should you have a bit of spare time each month and wish to have a 
say in the distribution of the annual funds from Vattenfall please contact Jo Willis, the Community Development Officer at 
admin@raywindfund.co.uk or 07762 179579.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: Neil Snowdon (NCC) has promised to chase up the designer in respect of the road / 
pavement safety along the main road in the village and I hope to be able to share the details in time for the meeting.

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: I have shared the minutes from the recent Steering group meeting highlighting 
the progress of the ongoing projects. Meantime the Community Heritage Fund is open for applications. More details can be
found at https://www.revitalisingredesdale.org.uk/projects/community-heritage-fund/  

Item 5d: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: This matter is moving very slowly however I have now 
received response from NCC regarding the query of possibly moving the speed indicator camera at the west end of the 
village to a new location. You will be asked to give consideration to this matter and value for money in moving the camera 
or just look to replace the two units in the current locations. 

Item 5e: Work at Children’s Play Area: I will look to get an update on the progress of the work that was agreed 
previously.  

Item 5f: Replacement of pavement of railings on road to RTC Sports Centre: These have now been replaced. 

Item 5g: Noticeboard at Willow Green junction: As shared since the last meeting 50% of the invoice has been paid to 
Noticeboards Online Ltd and the grant from Revitalising Redesdale has been received. I am hopeful the new noticeboard 
will be ready for installation by mid October.     

Item 5h: Local Transport Programme 2021-22: At the previous meeting you highlighted that safety features should be 
requested for the road beyond the junction of Willow Green to Hopefoot. You will be asked to consider the requests to be 
made to NCC for 2021-22 LTP. 

Item 5i: Flood Wardens, update: Following a meeting with the other Flood Wardens and Colin Hall (Environmental 
Agency) I will provide an update on progress. 

Item 5j: Weeds in roadside gullies: Cllr Peto has continued to chase NCC to attend to the problem of weeds and will 
provide an update on progress at the meeting.

Item 6c: Payment of invoice to Chris Mowatt: You will be asked to approve the payment of the latest invoice expected.

Item 6d: Payment of the invoice for installation of the public seat: You have already approved the payment of £223.00 
for the materials and installation of the seat. Additionally you have agreed for bus shelter battery and treatment for the 
public seating totalling £66.02. This invoice has been paid. Additionally you have agreed to the payment of the invoice for 
£80.00 in respect of the maintenance of the public seat along A696 near Snaiths Depot.

Item 6e: Payment of invoice to Noticeboards Online Ltd and grant received from Revitalising Redesdale: As agreed 
by email and with the company’s agreement 50% of the invoice has so far been paid for the new noticeboard, an amount of 
£969.60. The remaining balance will be paid when it is installed. Full amount of the noticeboard has been given as a grant 
from Revitalising Redesdale.

Item 6f: Payment of invoice for replacement pads in the mobile defibrillator and defibrillator at Memorial Hall and 
grant from Ray Windfarm: As detailed the pads for these two units have had to be replaced. And the invoice for £143.95 
paid. Ray Windfarm Small Donation Fund has provided the funds to cover the mobile unit costs. 

Item 6g: Payment of invoice for Play Area Covid19 safety signs: The two signs have been purchased and fixed. With 
your agreement the invoice for £11.25 plus VAT has been paid.

Item 6h: Zoom subscription payments: Elsdon and Rochester with Byrness Parish Councils have agreed to the payment 
for their share of the monthly Zoom subscriptions. To date this equates to six months of £4.00 each and two payments of 
£24.00 have been received.

Item 7a: 20/02844/FUL: Single storey front extension leading to two storey side extension and Construction of 
driveway to allow off street parking of 2 cars and to include dropping the kerb single storey rear extension: 2 
Redewater View, Otterburn, NE191JE: You will be asked to consider this application.

Item 8a: Solar light at Play Area: It would appear the battery of this light has packed-up. I have received a quote for a 
replacement with a 10 year life span and detailed this in an email. You will be asked to give consideration to the matter.  
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Item 8b: Potential solar light near Redewater View houses: I have shared an email detailing the cost for a light to be 
placed in the ‘dark area’ between the chicane light and the first street light at Redewater View. Whilst I am still seeking 
agreement from NCC for a light to be installed here you will be asked to give consideration to this matter.  

Item 8c: AGE UK Activity Packs: Following food parcels during the Covid19 lock-down I have received a number of 
packs that includes puzzle books, cards and other activities to ‘exercise’ the body and mind of, in particular the older 
residents of Redesdale. If you are aware of anyone who may benefit from a pack please let me know.

Item 8d: Dog fouling in the village: You will have seen Cllr Peto’s emails on this topic and he will provide an update for 
discussion on how this should be taken forward.  

Item 8e: Flower pots on the village boundaries: I have received the contact details for the person who prepared the 
flower pots at the 30mpoh signs in Rochester and will look to speak with him before Tuesday’s meeting to obtain a quote 
for the work. 

Item 8f: Proposed 20mph speed limit in Brierley Gardens and Willow Green: I have shared the letter from NCC on 
this topic seeking comments by 30 October and you will be asked to consider action required.

Item 8g: Broken road sign at the top of Bankfoot: This sign has been broken for a long time and I have continued to 
chase for its repair. It was supposed to have been replaced when the railings were recently replaced. I have continued to 
chase NCC for the replacement. 
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